
II.   BACKGROUND AND NATURE OF THE CASES

I personally retained Bruce Rivers as my criminal defense attorney in early February of 2023.

His official ‘certificate of representation’ was submitted into my criminal case file on February

20, 2023.

___________________________________________________________________________

A.   Case Details

• My ‘dormant’ criminal case in the Hennepin County 4th Judicial District Court:

◦ 27-CR-23-1886
_____________________________________________________________________

• My civil commitment case in the Hennepin County 4th Judicial District Court:

◦ 27-MH-PR-23-815
_____________________________________________________________________

• My pro se ‘Petition for Discretionary Review’ case in the Minnesota Court of Appeals: 

◦ A24-0780
_____________________________________________________________________

• My pro se Federal Civil Rights Case in the MN District Court:

◦ ‘Guertin v. Hennepin County, 24-cv-02646-JRT-DLM’

CourtListener.com/docket/68925331/guertin-v-hennepin-county/
_____________________________________________________________________

• My pro se interlocutory appeal to the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals:

◦ ‘Matthew Guertin v. Hennepin County, 24-2662’

CourtListener.com/docket/69060054/matthew-guertin-v-hennepin-county/
___________________________________________________________________________

B.   My Current Status Within the Hennepin County 4th Judicial District Court

• I  am currently  under  a  ‘stayed order  of  civil  commitment’ based upon my supposed

‘incompetency to stand trial’ – which is something I have been contesting during the

entire duration of my Hennepin County court cases. 

My criminal charges originated on January 21, 2023 and consist of:

• One Count:

‘Reckless Discharge of Firearm Within a Municipality’ - Mn § 609.66.1a(a)(3)
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• Three Counts:

‘Firearm-Serial Number-Receive/Possess With No Serial Number’ - Mn § 609.667(3) 

◦ It  is  relevant  to  mention  that  my  three  charges  for  ‘No  Serial  Number’ under

Minnesota Statute § 609.667(3) are currently awaiting a decision by the Minnesota

Supreme Court due to the statute being ‘constitutionally vague’ – something I can

personally attest to due to the fact that I personally spent many hours researching and

investigating as much information as I could find online in order to make sure I was

not breaking any laws prior to building my personal use firearms during the summer

of 2020.

The pending decision from the Minnesota Supreme Court involves the case of State v.

Vagle, 999 N.W.2d 909 (Minn. Ct. App. 2023) 1

Due to my current status of being deemed ‘incompetent to stand trial’ my pending charges have

not technically been prosecuted as of yet within the Hennepin County Court. 

Furthermore, due to the fact that I am currently under a ‘stayed order of civil commitment’ I also

am not technically ‘committed’ based upon the commonly understood language and definitions

of the courts rules and guidelines. This technically places me in a sort ‘gray area’ so to speak –

one which  actually  makes it  possible  for  me to pursue my federal  civil  rights  case  without

running into any issues involving the criteria set forth in Heck v. Humphrey, 512 U.S. 477 (1994)

for example – something I in fact preemptively addressed in section VII of my federal civil rights

complaint.

1 State v. Vagle, A23-0863, 999 N.W.2d 909 (Minn. Ct. App. 2023):
https://casetext.com/case/state-v-vagle-3
Minnesota Supreme Court grants petition for review in State v. Vagle, A23-0863:
https://www.johnsonericksonlaw.com/blog/250w0r0iyuxhevwx9tbjuwvchstmzr
Minnesota Statute §609.667 vs privately made firearm: 
https://gallagherdefense.com/2023/12/17/privately-made-firearm/
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C.   General Overview of My Reasons for Filing This Complaint

All three of my pro se filed cases (MN COA, MN District Court, and 8th Circuit COA)

directly address, and involve the very concerning, and blatantly unethical actions, and

behavior of my current defense counsel, Bruce M. Rivers. What is currently taking place

insofar as his outright refusal to withdrawal from my case despite three direct requests, a

pro se filed motion for substitute counsel, and being named a defendant in my federal

case  is  unprecedented  in  my  opinion  as  his  actions  defy  all  logic  and  commonly

understood actions that an attorney in his position would normally be expected to take. 

In fact, it is the sheer amount of ‘issues’ and unethical actions involving Bruce M. Rivers

as a whole that is the entire reason why I felt it necessary to submit this complaint in the

form of a structured legal brief of sorts as there is no other possible way I’d be able to

adequately convey the substantial amount of information otherwise. 

All  of  these  concerns  are  covered  in  great  detail  in  the  subsequent  sections  of  this

complaint.

III.       MINE AND BRUCE RIVERS LONGSTANDING RELATIONSHIP  

A.   Background

I have known Bruce Rivers for nearly 25 years at this point, as I first met him when I was

just 19 or 20 years old. This completely random introduction took place after I received a

‘Pedestrian on the Freeway’ ticket for writing "Fire Denny Green" outside the Minnesota

Vikings' training facility by trudging through the fresh snow with me feet as I jumped

from each giant letter, to the next. The incident gained local, and national media attention

which included helicopter shots of my ‘snow writing’ being shown on cable sports show

at the time, in addition to me calling into a local radio station and being interviewed on

the air about it. 

When I told the radio station I received a ticket for my actions, the radio station solicited

an attorney to  call  in and represent me pro bono -  Bruce Rivers is  the one who got

through and ended up representing me. The ticket ended up resulting in a $25 total fine,
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and the prosecutor I ended up meeting at the Hennepin County Court in Minnetonka was

actually excited to meet me as he thought what I did was hilarious

Following this incident I would end up retaining Bruce Rivers for various other legal

troubles I had a habit of getting into when I was younger - almost all of which involved

alcohol in one form or another, but never any violent offenses. The last time I actually

retained Bruce Rivers prior to February of 2023, was in 2007 - 16 years prior. Many of

my personal  friends have also retained Bruce Rivers,  and in general  Bruce Rivers  is

considered to be a  skilled,  and highly sought  after  attorney which makes my current

situation with him that much more out of character, unusual, and concerning as me and

Bruce Rivers have always maintained a trusting, and friendly relationship over the years. 

What I would characterize as our ‘friendship’ is in fact clearly evident based on all of our

communications that took place prior to the “powerful people” comment he made on May

22, 2023 at  3:13 PM over the phone as I  actually maintain many text messages,  call

records, and emails between us spanning all the way back to spring of 2020 – which is

when I first moved back to Minnesota from Los Angeles due to Covid. 

B.   Mine and Bruce Rivers Interactions Prior to Retainining Him in Early February 2023

I first got in contact with Bruce Rivers again shortly after I moved back to Minneapolis

from Los Angeles in early April of 2020 due to one of my friends getting a DWI – and so

of course I told him to call Bruce Rivers. Just as I had told many friends before him as

Bruce Rivers has always been my go-to guy for all things legal. 

Following this brief exchange I ended up reaching out to Bruce many times for all sorts

of legal questions,  referals, and guidance.  Besides contacting him to ask questions or

obtain something from him I would also send him random messages such as excitedly

sharing my new business and patent adventure with him that came into being not long

after.

Video verification of the following text messages can be downloaded via the following two links:

• Early Bruce Rivers Texts-01:  Drive.Proton.Me/urls/YBXZZW8F8R#nv1gLSyGmA8p
• Early Bruce Rivers Texts-02:  Drive.Proton.Me/urls/8TCYRSCCY8#SGYe1ewc7Xgq
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These  screencap  videos  from my  phone  provide  a  lot  of  additional  insight  and  context  as

opposed to simply viewing the images below.
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As further proof of Bruce Rivers being the person I have always turned to for any and all legal

matters, he was in fact the first, and only other ‘legal expert’ besides my patent attorney that I

contacted right away upon my initial discovery of the Stephan Trojansky patent application I had
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inadvertently stumbled across the evening of November 8, 2022 only to realize it was for the

exact same technology contained in my soon to be granted US Patent 11,577,177.

Video verification of all Bruce Rivers call logs can be downloaded via the following link:

◦ Bruce Rivers Call Log : Drive.Proton.Me/urls/YBXZZW8F8R#nv1gLSyGmA8p

During the early, Friday morning hours of November 11, 2022 I called and spoke to Bruce Rivers

at 6:48 AM about the exciting, yet somewhat concerning situation I had suddenly found myself

in. We spoke for nearly 12 minutes as I explained all of it to him, hoping to come away with

some sort of guidance and advice.
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Less than an hour after hanging up from our call he had an email in his inbox from me that

included  a  complete  informational  packet  I  had  assembled  of  all  pertinent  background

information for the patent application we had discussed just moments prior.
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Friday, January 13, 2023:

• I sent the following email to Mr. Rivers in the hopes that he may be able to recommend
someone who would be able to help investigate that patent fraud I had been witnessing
take place for nearly five weeks at that point. Not only had I been ‘witnessing’ – but I had
also been activiely conducting my own personal investigation the entire  time as well
which  involved  downloading  and  collecting  a  substantial  amount  of  digital  forensic
evidence in order to try and protect what I had dedicated nearly the last two years straight
of my life to at that point.
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C.   Origination of My Criminal Charges

January 21, 2023:

• Just eight days after sending the above email to Bruce Rivers seeking help for the patent

fraud situation I was witnessing I would be arrested for firing a gun into the air for the

explicit purpose of ‘calling’ the police via a very loud, and unmistakable analog sound

due to all of my electronic devices being hacked into, my realization that Bluetooth was

being employed to still access my computer somehow even though my ethernet cable had

been unplugged from the internet and my Wi-Fi adapters disabled, and a rather abrupt

realization that what had initially started out feeling like a computer game had suddenly

become very real – especially considering the extremely limited range of Bluetooth.

Those helping to carry out the patent fraud I had been investigating from afar via the

safety of the internet and a computer monitor had now apparently ended up right outside

my door as far as I was concerned. An acute stress reaction in which I quietly sat frozen

in fear for nearly two days trying to figure out what I should do ended up being the result,

followed  by  my  intended  goal  of  being  arrested  and  exiting  my  apartment  –  rather

traumatized, but alive – and safe.
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• Now  that  mine  and  Bruce  Rivers  long-standing,  and  friendly  relationship  has  been

thoroughly established I believe what is  taking place currently should become all  the

more obvious, and concerning.

The following sections are ordered based on the most serious ethical violations of Bruce

Rivers being listed first – as there is essentially an entire laundry list of blatant violations

of his to contend with currently.

IV.   CONSPIRACY AGAINST ME UTILIZING FRAUDULENT DISCOVERY

A.   First Set of FRAUDULENT DISCOVERY | Originated From Within the Court

August 3, 2023:

• My court  appointed  attormey  at  the  time,  Michael  Biglow,  insisted  on  emailing  me

discovery photographs that I never asked for, or requested. Because of this I didn’t even
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