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STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN

State of Minnesota,
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vs.

Matthew David Guertin,

Defendant.

DISTRICT COURT

FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Court File No.: 27-CR-23-1886

DEFENDANT’S MOTION
TO COMPEL DISCOVERY

Judicial Officer: Jay Quam

TO: THE HONORABLE JAY QUAM, JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT 
COURT;  THE HONORABLE JULIA DAYTON KLEIN, JUDGE OF
THE DISTRICT COURT;  MS. JACQUELINE PEREZ, ASSISTANT 
HENNEPIN COUNTY ATTORNEY;  CLERK OF THE COURT;  
AND THE OFFICE OF THE HENNEPIN COUNTY ATTORNEY.

INTRODUCTION

Defendant Matthew David Guertin respectfully submits  this  Motion to Compel

Discovery. This motion arises from the State's failure to provide all requested discovery

materials  essential  for  the  Defendant's  defense,  despite  multiple  formal  requests  and

follow-up correspondence. The Defendant challenges the authenticity and completeness

of  the  discovery  materials  received,  highlighting  significant  procedural  concerns  that

compromise the integrity of the legal process and the Defendant's right to a fair trial.
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BACKGROUND

1. On January 5, 2024, the Defendant submitted a formal pro se "Demand or Request

for Discovery" to the prosecuting attorney, Ms. Jacqueline Perez (See Index #22). 

This request specifically cited Minnesota Rules of Criminal Procedure, Rule 9, and

included requests for:

• All Brady material

• Squad video

• Audio tapes

• All 104 police photographs taken by the Minnetonka Police Department on

January 21, 2023

2. On April 4, 2024, the Defendant submitted a pro se "Motion to Compel Discovery 

and Affidavit of Fact" (See Index #29). This motion highlighted the State's failure 

to provide the requested materials  and detailed discrepancies in the discovery  

provided, suggesting fraudulent alterations.

3. On May 3, 2024, the Defendant submitted a follow-up correspondence (See Index 

#36) to the Court, reiterating the need for the requested discovery materials and the

failure of both the Court and defense counsel to address these requests.
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LEGAL BASIS

The  legal  foundation  for  this  motion  is  anchored  in  Minnesota  Rule  of  Criminal

Procedure 9.01, which mandates the prosecution's duty to disclose materials crucial for

the defense. Specifically, the rules cited are:

• Rule 9.01 subd. 1(3)(b):  

Requires the disclosure of any relevant written or recorded statements made by the

defendant or co-defendant.

• Rule 9.01 subd. 1(6):  

Requires the disclosure of any evidence that the prosecution intends to use at trial

which is material to the preparation of the defense.

• Rule 9.01 subd. 1a(1):  

Requires the prosecution to disclose evidence that tends to negate the guilt of the

accused or mitigate the offense.

• Rule 9.01 subd. 2(1):  

Requires the prosecutor to permit the defendant to inspect and copy or photograph

any relevant material and documents.

Additionally, the Defendant invokes Rule 901(b)(1) of the Federal Rules of Evidence,

which sets standards for the authentication or identification of evidence.
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ARGUMENTS

1. Ineffective Assistance of Counsel:

The  Defendant’s  current  counsel,  Bruce  Rivers,  has  demonstrated  ineffective  

assistance by failing to  secure  the necessary discovery materials,  significantly  

impairing the Defendant’s ability to prepare an effective defense.

2. Procedural Violations:

The State's failure to provide complete and authentic discovery materials violates 

Minnesota Rule of Criminal Procedure 9.01. This misconduct not only undermines

the fairness owed to the Defendant but also infringes upon his constitutional rights 

under the due process clauses of both state and federal jurisprudence.

3. Need for Transparency:

Full and transparent disclosure of discovery materials is essential to rectify the  

current  discrepancies  and  ensure  that  all  evidence  presented  in  this  case  is  

authentic, unaltered, and complete.

REQUEST FOR RELIEF

The Defendant respectfully requests that the Court order the State to:

1. Provide all missing discovery materials forthwith.
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2. Conduct  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  discrepancies  and  manipulations  

identified by the Defendant, ensuring that all evidence presented in this case is  

authentic, unaltered, and complete.

3. Send  all  discovery  materials  directly  to  the  Defendant  at  

MattGuertin@Protonmail.com, due to the ineffective assistance of current defense 

counsel.

CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, the Defendant respectfully requests that this Court

grant  the  motion  to  compel  discovery  and  ensure  that  all  necessary  and  authentic

discovery materials are provided directly to the Defendant to facilitate a fair and just legal

process.
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